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ESL Teaching Ideas, Tips and Articles



[image: ESL EFL Teaching Ideas, Tips and Articles]We believe in supporting English teachers not only with enjoyable teaching activities, worksheets and games, but also with useful teaching ideas, tips and advice. In this section, we provide you with inspirational teaching ideas, indepth articles and useful tips to enhance your teaching skills and help you understand more about teaching English in the ESL environment. Whether you are a new teacher just starting out in your career, or you just need help with a certain aspect of teaching English. This section helps you to find what you are looking for.

As teachers we should never stop learning, so we have also included articles written by academics in the field of ESL to help you understand more about the process of learning English from a student's perspective, and how we as teachers can sharpen our skills to become more effective in how we teach English in the classroom.

We cover a wide variety of teaching topics, which should prove useful in establishing a pleasant and productive learning environment for your students. There are articles covering practical advice on classroom management, which is often an ongoing concern for most teachers. We also deal with topics like cultural awareness, what to do and cover on the first day of class, ideas for starting lessons, how to introduce vocabulary and deal with vocabulary queries, procedures for running different types of dictations, how to teach large, mixed-ability, and small classes, etc. The advice we offer comes from seasoned ESL and EFL professionals who have a wealth of experience in the field of teaching English. We hope you find this information useful and can incorporate what you learn here into your classes successfully.

We are always looking for people who want to share their teaching ideas, articles and tips with our users. If you have any teaching ideas or articles that you would like to post on the site, please contact us.


The teaching ideas, tips and articles are listed below:



Classroom Interaction Patterns



This article discusses the way certain activities lend themselves to particular classroom interaction patterns and when they are best used. The article provides insight into the benefits of teacher-centered activities including monologues, close-ended questions, and choral response, and student-centered activities including group work and pair work, open-ended questioning as well as full-class interactions.



 



Classroom Management



This article offers useful guidance and strategies on ESL classroom management to help you effectively control your classes with minimal disruption. The article covers some key areas of classroom management that include the physical classroom setup, establishing and maintaining authority, tips on starting a lesson, managing activities, dealing with critical moments, monitoring and using rewards.



 



Concept Checking



This article offers practical advice on how to use and ask effective concept checking questions to gauge your students' understanding of a concept or language point. The article includes useful examples and provides various methods that you can use to check your students' comprehension.



 



Cultural Awareness in the Classroom



This article provides useful tips and advice on cultural awareness for ESL/EFL teachers. The article explores important cultural considerations that teachers need to think about when teaching students from other countries. The article also discusses two common teaching scenarios, teaching mixed culture classes and single culture classes.



 



Developing Students' Listening Skills



Here is an article on ways to help students develop their listening skills in English. The article introduces some principles to consider in the teaching of listening, looks at some of the processes involved in comprehension, discusses a scaffolded approach to instruction and ends by looking at strategies that learners can employ to develop their listening skills.



 



Developing Students' Reading Skills



This article introduces teachers to some useful and practical approaches that help develop students' reading skills. The article also discusses key concepts for understanding the reading comprehension process along with some activities that help improve students’ reading skills.



 



Developing Students' Speaking Skills



This article discusses some important factors to consider when looking at ways to help students develop their English speaking skills. The article also provides useful tips and introduces some effective speaking activities for developing fluency and building confidence in speaking.



 



Eliciting Techniques



This article introduces a number of effective ESL eliciting techniques and offers guidance on when and how to employ them. These techniques help to increase learner participation and are a great way to access students' knowledge and understanding of vocabulary, grammar, concepts, and topics.



 



ESL Dictations



On this page, we offer a wide range of fun and flexible ESL dictation activities that can be used to help improve students’ listening comprehension skills and review language points such as grammar and vocabulary. All resources come with easy to follow instructions and some activities include model texts that can either be used as is or adapted to fit your own needs.



 



How to Introduce a Lesson



Here is a useful article that presents ten different ways to effectively begin an ESL lesson. The article covers a variety of interesting techniques for starting a class with an overview for each one as well as some practical ideas and tips to help get your students ready to learn and engage in the class.



 



How to use Music in ESL Class



This must-read article discusses ways teachers can incorporate music into their ESL classes. The article also provides practical tips and engaging ideas for using music to help your students learn English. The information provided is particularly handy for those who have considered using music in their classes but are unsure how.



 



Lesson Planning



This article explores the process of ESL lesson planning and provides practical advice and tips for teachers on developing lesson plans in order to make lessons more relevant, purposeful and effective. The article covers a range of topics that include setting lesson aims, activity selection, timing, sequencing, and ways of increasing student interaction.



 



Making Teaching Materials Relevant



This article discusses how to make teaching activities and materials relevant for your ESL students. The article also demonstrates how to apply this knowledge to adapt resources to fit your students’ needs and make the best use of the resources you have.



 



Problems Learning English



This informative article explores typical problems that students face when learning English. The article focuses on three broad factors, anxiety, motivation and learning strategies, and provides practical tips to help mitigate their impacts.



 



Teaching English Idioms



This article provides tips and ideas for teaching English idioms to your students. The article covers topic-based approaches and how to choose authentic examples as well as effective activities and games that help students learn idioms and use them correctly.



 



Teaching English Vocabulary



This article gives practical ideas, advice and effective activities for teaching English vocabulary. The article also discusses vocabulary acquisition, the vocabulary learning needs of learners according to their level, learning vocabulary through context, and explains how to use two well-known word lists.



 



Teaching Large ESL Classes



This article looks at some of the challenges related to teaching large ESL classes. It offers practical teaching tips and advice on improving student participation and engagement and presents suggestions on how to mitigate problems large class sizes pose.



 



Teaching Mixed-Ability ESL Classes



This article discusses the challenges teachers face when teaching mixed-ability ESL classes and offers guidance, effective strategies and activities on how to overcome these issues and help students get the most out of these classes.



 



Teaching Small ESL Classes



This article discusses aspects of teaching small size classes. It looks at some of the challenges that small classes can present and the opportunities they afford along with some useful suggestions and advice.



 



The First Day of Class



This popular ESL article gives useful ideas and tips on what you should do and cover in the first lesson to help you and your students get the most out of the first day of class. The article covers topics such as how to make a good first impression, introducing yourself, and establishing a rapport with and between students. The article also suggests useful games and activities and provides guidance on establishing class rules, explaining the course, seating arrangements, using names, dealing with phones, and the approach to take with different age groups.



 



Using Correction in Class



This article provides useful teaching advice and practical tips on how to effectively use correction and feedback with students in an ESL class through self-correction, peer-correction, and teacher to student correction.



 



Using Song Gap Fills with ESL Students



This article explores how to effectively use song gap-fills with ESL students to help improve their English. The article also discusses the purpose of song gap-fills, design considerations, frameworks, variations and procedures.



 


 




 



 Tweet




 



Share




 


 



 


Share in Reddit




 

ESL Essentials eBook Series

New Teaching Resources eBooks

Now Available!

Get Started Here

https://www.teach-this.com/esl-essentials


 





 
LATEST FREE
RESOURCES

	Sales Phrasal Verbs
Business Phrasal Verbs

Upper-intermediate (B2)


	Bingo Town
Cities and Towns

Elementary (A1-A2)


	Question Quest
Present Simple vs. Present Perfect

Pre-intermediate (A2)


	Cover Letter Clinic
Resumes, CVs and Cover Letters

Upper-intermediate (B2)



 





 
LATEST MEMBER 
RESOURCES

	Problem-Solving Phrasal Verbs
Business Phrasal Verbs

Upper-intermediate (B2)


	Present Tense Parley
Present Tense Review

Upper-intermediate (B2)


	The Past Simple Exchange
Past Simple Wh Questions

Pre-intermediate (A2)


	Guess the Noun
Passive Voice

Upper-intermediate (B2)



 









 [image: Testimonials Welcome] 









 [image: Customer Satisfaction Survey] 











You are here: Home > Ideas











	About Us
	Privacy Policy
	Terms




 
[email protected]

TeachThis Limited, 2301 Bayfield Building, 99 Hennessy Road, Wanchai, Hong Kong.

Copyright © 2024 TeachThis Limited. All Rights Reserved.
 













 








	Home
	Grammar	Active vs. Passive Voice
	Adverbial Clauses
	Adverbial Phrases
	Be Going To Statements
	Be Going To Wh Questions
	Be Going To Yes/No Questions
	Be Going To & Present Continuous
	Comparatives
	Superlatives
	Comparatives & Superlatives
	Zero Conditional
	First Conditional
	Second Conditional
	Third Conditional
	Mixed Conditionals
	Future Continuous
	Future Continuous vs. Future Perfect
	Future Perfect Continuous
	Future Perfect Simple
	Future Simple
	Future Time Clauses
	Mixed Future Tenses
	Gerunds & Infinitives
	Have got & Has got
	I wish & If only
	Imperatives
	Irregular Verbs
	Narrative Tenses
	Noun Clauses
	Noun Phrases
	Passive Voice
	Past Continuous
	Past Perfect
	Past Perfect Continuous
	Past Perfect Simple & Continuous
	Past Simple Affirmative & Negative
	Past Simple Passive
	Past Simple Regular Verbs
	Past Simple Was and Were
	Past Simple Wh Questions
	Past Simple Yes/No Questions
	Past Simple vs. Past Continuous
	Past Simple vs. Present Perfect
	Past Tense Review
	Present Continuous
	Present Perfect
	Present Perfect - Ever and Never
	Present Perfect - For and Since
	Present Perfect - Just, Yet & Already
	Present Perfect Continuous
	Present Simple Affirmative & Negative
	Present Simple Passive
	Present Simple vs. Present Continuous
	Present Simple vs. Present Perfect
	Present Simple Wh Questions
	Present Simple Yes/No Questions
	Present Tense Review
	Question Words
	Relative Clauses
	Reported Speech
	Subject-Verb Agreement
	Tag Questions
	There is & There are
	Used to
	Verb to be
	Wh Questions


	Parts of Speech	Abstract Nouns
	Adjectives
	Adjective-Noun Collocations
	Adjectives of Feeling & Emotion
	Adjectives of Opinion
	Adjectives of Quantity
	Adjective Opposites
	Adjective Order
	Adjective-Preposition Collocations
	-ed and -ing Adjectives
	Adverb-Adjective Collocations
	Adverb Order
	Adverbs of Affirmation and Negation
	Adverbs of Degree
	Adverbs of Frequency
	Adverbs of Manner
	Adverbs of Place
	Adverbs of Time
	Articles - a, an, the
	Causative Verbs
	Collective Nouns
	Common & Proper Nouns
	Compound Adjectives
	Compound Nouns
	Concrete nouns
	Conjunctions
	Countable & Uncountable Nouns
	Demonstrative Adjectives
	Demonstrative Pronouns
	Dependent Prepositions
	Indefinite Pronouns
	Intensifiers & Mitigators
	Interjections
	Modal Verbs of Ability
	Modals of Deduction & Speculation
	Modals of Necessity
	Modals of Obligation & Prohibition
	Modals of Possibility & Certainty
	Onomatopoeia
	Parts of Speech
	Phrasal Verbs
	Possessives
	Prefixes
	Prepositions of Movement
	Prepositions of Place
	Prepositions of Time
	Proper Adjectives
	Quantifiers
	Reflexive Pronouns
	Sense Verbs & Adjectives
	Singular & Plural Nouns
	So and Such
	Subject & Object Pronouns
	Suffixes
	Too and Enough
	Transition Words
	Verb-Noun Collocations
	Verbs


	Functional Language	Agreeing & Disagreeing
	Air Travel
	Asking Permission
	At the Dentist's
	At the Doctor's
	Being Polite
	Classroom Language
	Complaining & Apologizing
	Complimenting
	Critical Thinking & Problem Solving
	Describing Character & Personality
	Describing People's Appearance
	Describing Places
	Describing Things
	Emailing
	Etiquette and Manners 
	Getting Around
	Getting to Know You
	Giving Advice
	Giving Directions
	Giving Opinions
	Giving Personal Information
	Greetings & Introductions
	Holidays
	Indirect Questions
	Likes and Dislikes
	Making Arrangements
	Making Decisions
	Making Excuses
	Making Invitations
	Making Offers & Promises
	Making Requests
	Making Suggestions
	Online Communication
	Ordering Food & Drink
	Shopping
	Small Talk
	Social Media
	Telephoning
	Times and Dates
	Travel


	General English	Animals
	British English vs. American English
	Christmas
	Cities, Towns & Places
	Clothes & Fashion
	Colours
	Computers & Smartphones
	Countries & Nationalities
	Crime, Law & Punishment
	Cultural Celebrations
	Easter
	Education
	Family & Relationships
	Food & Drink
	Going Out & Entertainment
	Halloween
	Health & Fitness
	Hobbies & Free Time
	Houses, Rooms & Furniture
	Idioms
	Jobs & the Workplace
	Love, Romance & Dating
	Modes of Transport
	Money
	Music
	Numbers
	Parts of the Body
	Reading Comprehension
	Seasons
	Shapes & Measurements
	Space
	Sports
	The Natural World
	Time Expressions
	TV & Film
	Valentine's Day
	Weather


	Academic English	Academic Collocations
	Academic Reading Comprehension
	AWL Sublist 1 and 2
	Cause and Effect Essays
	Compare and Contrast Essays
	Debating
	Discussion Essays
	Discussions
	Essay Writing
	Paragraph Writing
	Persuasive Essays
	Presentation Skills
	Problem Solution Essays
	Punctuation
	Reading Skills
	Referenced Essays
	Study Skills
	The Writing Process


	Business English	Business Emails
	Business Meetings
	Business Negotiations
	Closing a Presentation
	Describing Graphs & Charts
	Phrasal Verbs
	Presentation Language & Structure
	Resumes, CVs & Cover Letters
	Starting a Presentation
	Talking about Jobs


	ESL Games	Brainstorming Games
	Category Games
	Classic Childhood Games 
	Counting Games
	Describing Games
	Drawing Games
	Drilling Activity Games
	First Day of Class Games
	Flashcard Games
	Answer Games 
	Grammar Games
	Hangman Games
	Listening Games
	Miming Games
	Music Games
	Question & Answer Games
	Quiz Games
	Sentence Race Games
	Spelling Games
	TV Game Shows
	Verb Games
	Vocabulary Games
	Word Association Games
	Word Games
	Yes/No Question Games


	Ideas	Classroom Interaction Patterns 
	Classroom Management
	Concept Checking
	Cultural Awareness
	Developing Students' Listening Skills
	Developing Students' Reading Skills
	Developing Students' Speaking Skills
	Eliciting Techniques
	ESL Dictations
	How to Introduce a Lesson
	How to Use Music in ESL Class
	Lesson Planning
	Making Teaching Materials Relevant
	Problems Learning English
	Teaching English Idioms
	Teaching English Vocabulary
	Teaching Large Classes
	Teaching Mixed-Ability Classes
	Teaching Small Classes
	The First Day of Class
	Using Correction in Class
	Using Song Gap Fills


	Online Membership
	ESL Essentials eBook Series
	Online Platform Tutorial
	TEFL Certification & Courses
	Join our Team
	Contact Us / FAQ
	About Us
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use















Javascript is required to use Joomla Social Comments and SharingJoomla module for  Social media integration ,
Joomla Social Comments and Sharing - share and comment on Joomla site to social media: Facebook, Twitter, LinkedI,Vkontakte, Odnoklassniki



 

 








