@TEACH

Activity Type

Speaking Activity:
answering questions,
guided discussion,
communicative practice
(group work)

Focus

Gerunds and infinitives

Aim
To practice using gerunds

and infinitives in guided
group discussions.

Preparation

Make one copy of the
cards for each group of
three or four and cut as
indicated.

Level
Intermediate (B1)

Time

30 minutes

TEACHER'S NOTES

Discussion Time

Introduction

In this gerunds and infinitives activity, students answer questions
and hold short group discussions, focusing on using gerunds and
infinitives in their responses.

Procedure
Divide the students into groups of three or four.
Give each group a set of cards.

Ask the students to shuffle the cards and place them face down
in a pile on the desk.

Students then take turns picking up a card, reading the question
to the group, and starting a discussion using a gerund or an
infinitive.

For example, if the question was 'What is something you refuse to
try?', the student might say, 'I refuse to try skydiving because...'

All the group members then give their answers and discuss
the topic, giving as much information as possible to keep the
conversation going.

This process continues until all the cards have been discussed.

Afterwards, groups give feedback to the class on the most
interesting topics or responses they discussed.
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What is your favourite hobby and why do
you keep practicing it?

What goals do you hope to achieve in the
next five years?

What local issue are you interested in
helping to solve?

What do you find important to remember
in life?

Where would you love to travel in the
future?

What would you advise someone to say
when they meet a new person?

GERUNDS AND INFINITIVES

Discussion Time

Do you prefer sleeping in or waking up
early?

How do you use technology to improve
your skills?

What is the hardest thing about studying a
new language?

Have you ever had to make a difficult
choice?

Is there a new skill you have decided to
take up?

What are the benefits of attending live
concerts or performances?
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