
TEACHER’S NOTES

First vs. Second Conditional

Introduction

This first vs. second conditional worksheet helps students 
understand and use both structures, focusing on the difference 
between real future possibilities and hypothetical situations.

Procedure

Give each student a copy of the two-page worksheet.

First, students read statements made by different people and 
circle '1st' if the sentence is in the first conditional or '2nd' if it is 
in the second conditional. Students then mark a statement about 
each person as most likely true or false.

Exercise A - Answer key

1. 1st, T	 2. 2nd, F	 3. 2nd, F	 4. 1st, T
5. 2nd, F	 6. 1st, T	 7. 1st, T	 8. 2nd, F

Next, students complete first and second conditional sentences 
with verbs in brackets.

Exercise B - Answer key

1. rains / will bring		 5. had / would want
2. would be / saw		  6. lend / will pay
3. will miss / is		  7. would get / visited
4. could talk / would ask	 8. would be / didn't sleep

After that, students rewrite sentences, changing the first 
conditional into the second conditional.

Exercise C - Answer key

1. If you arrived early, you could get a good seat. 
2. I would bake cookies if you bought some chocolate chips.
3. �If you practiced more, you would definitely improve your 

game.
4. If the traffic wasn't bad, we would be there in an hour. 
5. If you studied for the test, you would be well-prepared.
6. We could have a barbecue this weekend if it was sunny.
7. �The cake would taste delicious if you followed the recipe 

carefully.
8. We could go on a road trip if we rented a car.

Lastly, students complete second conditional sentences with their 
own ideas by writing an if-clause for each sentence.

When the students have finished, review their sentences together 
as a class and provide feedback.

Activity Type
Grammar Exercises: 
binary choice, true or 
false, gap-fill, rewriting 
sentences, sentence 
completion 

Focus
First conditional vs. 
second conditional

Aim
To practice distinguishing 
between and correctly 
using first and second 
conditionals. 

Preparation
Make one copy of the 
two-page worksheet for 
each student.

Level
Intermediate (B1)

Time
30 minutes
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CONDITIONALS REVIEW

First vs. Second Conditional

A. Read the sentences said by different people. If the sentence is in the first conditional, 
circle '1st'. If it is in the second conditional, circle '2nd'. Then, write T (true) or F 
(false) for the statement about each person.

1. John said, "If I finish work in time, I will meet you at 7 o'clock."	 1st / 2nd

    John might not finish work in time. .......

2. Carol said, "If I were in charge, I would make some real changes."	 1st / 2nd

    Carol is in charge. .......

3. Ethan said, "If I were a bird, I would fly to faraway places."	 1st / 2nd

    Ethan can fly. .......

4. Hazel said, "If someone asks me for help, I will always do my best."	 1st / 2nd

    Hazel says she always helps when someone asks. .......

5. Charlotte said, "If I were taller, I would reach the top shelf without a ladder."	 1st / 2nd

    Charlotte is tall. .......

6. Oliver said, "If I arrive at the airport early, I will check in on time."	 1st / 2nd

    Oliver wants to check in on time. .......

7. Lily said, "If it snows tomorrow, school will be canceled."	 1st / 2nd

    Lily thinks it might snow tomorrow. .......

8. Lucas said, "If I knew the answer, I would tell you."	 1st / 2nd

    Lucas knows the answer. .......

B. Complete the first and second conditional sentences with the verbs in brackets.

1. If it .......................... (rain) tomorrow, I .......................... (bring) an umbrella.

2. I ......................... (be) very surprised if I ......................... (see) a cow on the roof.

3. I ......................... (miss) my meeting if the train ......................... (be) late.

4. If dogs ......................... (can talk), they ......................... (ask) for food all the time.

5. If I ......................... (have) a superpower, I ......................... (want) to be able to fly.

6. If you ......................... (lend) me $20, I ......................... (pay) you back tomorrow.

7. Your passport ..................... (get) full if you .................... (visit) every country in the world.

8. You ......................... (be) extremely tired if you ......................... (not sleep) for a week.
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CONDITIONALS REVIEW

First vs. Second Conditional

C. Rewrite the sentences, changing the first conditional into the second conditional.

Example: The concert will be amazing if the band shows up on time.

...................................................................................................................................

1. If you arrive early, you can get a good seat.

...................................................................................................................................

2. I will bake cookies if you buy some chocolate chips.

...................................................................................................................................

3. If you practice more, you will definitely improve your game.

...................................................................................................................................

4. If the traffic isn't bad, we will be there in an hour.

...................................................................................................................................

5. If you study for the test, you will be well-prepared.

...................................................................................................................................

6. We can have a barbecue this weekend if it's sunny.

...................................................................................................................................

7. The cake will taste delicious if you follow the recipe carefully.

...................................................................................................................................

8. We can go on a road trip if we rent a car. 

...................................................................................................................................

D. Complete the second conditional sentences with your own ideas.

Example: ............................................................................................, I wouldn't eat it.

1. ..........................................................................................., I would buy a big house.

2. ..................................................................................................., I would be famous.

3. ..........................................................................................., I wouldn't come to class.

4. ........................................................................................., I would need $1,000,000.

5. ............................................................................................., I would live in a castle.

6. ............................................................................................, I wouldn't say anything.

7. ................................................................................, I would move to a different city.

8. .............................................................................., I wouldn't do anything differently.

              The concert would be amazing if the band showed up on time.

If I left a sandwich in the refrigerator for a month
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