
TEACHER’S NOTES

Collocation Dominoes

Introduction

In this verb-noun collocations game, students play dominoes 
by making present simple sentences with have, take and go 
collocations. 

Procedure

Divide the students into groups of three.

Give each group a set of dominoes. 

Ask the students to shuffle the dominoes and deal out six each, 
leaving the rest in a pile face-down. 

Tell the students to turn over the top domino from the pile and 
place it face-up on the table.

The first player makes a verb-noun collocation by placing one of 
their dominoes at either end of the domino on the table.

If the player successfully makes a verb-noun collocation, they say 
a true present simple sentence with the collocation, e.g. 'I have a 
shower every morning'.

The other group members judge the player's sentence.

If the sentence is grammatically correct, the student leaves the 
domino where it is.

If the sentence is wrong, the player picks up the domino and 
keeps it.

The next player then tries to put down one of their dominoes at 
either end of the domino chain and so on.

If a player cannot put down one of their dominoes, they take a 
domino from the top of the pile, put it down and make a sentence 
if they can.

If there are no dominoes left in the pile, play passes to the next 
student.

The first player to get rid of all their dominoes wins the game.

Activity Type
Vocabulary and Speaking 
Game: matching, forming 
sentences, freer practice 
(group work)

Focus
Verb-noun collocations 
with have, take and go

Present simple

Aim
To make present simple 
sentences with have, 
take and go collocations. 

Preparation
Make one copy of the 
dominoes for each group 
of three and cut as 
indicated.

Level
Elementary (A1-A2)

Time
20 minutes
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VERB-NOUN COLLOCATIONS

Collocation Dominoes

shopping have a shower take a break go

to bed have a holiday take a taxi go

on holiday have lunch take an exam go

cycling have a baby take medicine go

home have a class take a photo go

swimming have fun take a rest go

online have a party take notes go

to class have a swim take a holiday go

Teach-This.com © 2021 Permission granted to reproduce for classroom use.

WORKSHEETS,  ACTIVITIES & GAMES


